GUIDE TO SAFE SCOUTING
As Scouts and Scouters, we engage in a wide variety of outings and experiences. In
order to keep ourselves and the youth we serve safe from risk, the BSA has an
important document called the Guide to Safe Scouting (GTSS).
The Safety of our Scouts and fellow Scouters is paramount, and the GTSS should serve
as your go-to resource for information related to:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Safety and Risk Management
Age-appropriate activities for Scouts
Restrictions and prohibited activities
Additional resources related to safety

In this BSA Safety Moment we will discuss where to find the most recent edition of the
GTSS and how to incorporate it into your unit’s program plan. Additionally, we’ll discuss
the Scouter’s Code of Conduct and Barriers to Abuse.
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Few youth organizations encompass the breadth, volume, and diversity of physical activity common to Scouting.
The Guide to Safe Scouting (GTSS) is an overview of Scouting policies and procedures, gleaned from a variety of
sources and designed to make the program safer.
GENERAL INFORMATION
When it comes to the safety guide, here are some important points for you to remember:

UTI

NG

1. Know the Guide—All participants in official Scouting activities should become familiar with the document and applicable
BSA program literature or manuals. The guide is a resource as well as a summary of the materials provided by the BSA.
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2. Know the Law—Be aware that state or
government regulations supersede BSA practices, policies, and guidelines.
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3. Know the Risks—The Guide to Safe Scouting does not cover every possible activity, but it provides guidance on how
to evaluate risks and proceed safely if explicit requirements do not exist. Check out the Activity Planning and Risk
Assessment section.
4. Know the Restrictions—The document includes a list of restricted or prohibited activities.
5. Know the Limits—The document contains age-appropriate guidelines for activities. Find out which and when certain
5/3
activities are appropriate for particular age groups.
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6. Know the Program—The guide points to other BSA program documents such as Safe Swim Defense, the National
Shooting Sports Manual, and additional program materials.
Not Just a Guide!
While the Guide to Safe Scouting provides guidance on how to assess risks and proceed safety if your activity is not
specifically addressed in program materials, it also contains policies such as the Scouter Code of Conduct and the Barriers to
Abuse. It also may lead you to requirements found in other BSA program materials.
RESOURCES
• Guide to Safe Scouting website: www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/
• Guide to Safe Scouting online version with latest updates: www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/toc/
• BSA Scouter Code of Conduct: www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/bsa-scouter-code-of-conduct/
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